172                                  HAITHON.
Hethum to Khoja nuyen, whom he had left in command of the army in his stead, and went himself, taking the principal part of his troops, to meet Hulavu, brother of Mangu Khan, who had come from the east.
*JEt length the pious king Hethum reached the house of Prince Kurd, in the village Vardenis, where he had left his officers and his baggage. He there waited the return of the priest Basil, whom he had again sent to Batu, to communicate to him the letters and order of Mangu Khan, and to cause him to issue orders conformably to their tenour.
I omit the rest of the narrative, which presents no geographical interest.
Eight months after quitting the court of Mangu Khan, Haithon arrived in the country of the Armenians. This was in 1255 (end of July).